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Infelix, que tanta animum dementia cepit ? 
Non vires alias, converfag, numina fentis? 


Cede Dea. | Vrrom. 


SATURDAY, December 18th. 


HE tranfmutation of fexes has been fo well 
attefted by grave and learned authors, that it 
would be but {pending the reader’s time to at- 
tempt any farther proof of it. I muft how- 
? ever obferve, that the tran{mutation of the. 


male to the feminine fex, is by far the rarett ; 
and yet there is a paflage in Quintilian, which, 
feems to hint, that the Romans were no {trans 
gers to this phcenomenon: Pefut‘a, fays he, antitatem generat et 
gnde matronifatio; that is to fay, the petuita (which is a phlegma- 
tic fubftance) begets anility or old womanhood, and from thence 
proceeds matronifation. As to the laft expreffion, fome critics 
have thought, that it was a form or ceremony which the Romans 
had of admitting into the order of matrons, fuch of their country- 


men as grew to be old women, 
For 
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For own part, I own J am by no means fatisfied with this 
the matter is of fuch importance to learning, that [ 
humbly recominend it to thofe noble Meccenates*who reward li- 
teratMPe, asa fubject for the next prize-medals. In the mean 
while, as a politician fcggns to be outdone by a naturalift, I have 
ordered, in 1 itdfion ofa doctor, «who is well known, my pu- 
blither, Mr. Coote, to prefent the attthor of the beft effay on that 
head, with a compleat fet of Britons, bound, gilt, and lettered. 
A curiofity that has lately fallen into my hands, has given rife to 
the enquiry. Itisno lefs than a letter from the Magdalen Mo- 
nitors (for fo they fign themfelves) to myfelf. By which de- 
nomination, I-fuppofe, they confefs themfelves to be the penitent 
proftitutes of the pen. But I fhall fairly lay this curiofity before 
my reader. 


THERE are two maxims which are equally laudable; the one 
applicable to public, the other to private life. The one is, that 
government ought always to revert to firft principles; and the fe- 
cond, that no man fhould be afhamed to acknowledge himfelf not 
infallible. The firft principles of this paper undoubtedly were 
anticontinental. We proceeded upon thofe principles for fome 
months, if not years, and fo far we are intitled to favour from the 
public. How we came to deviate from them, we cannot better 
exprefs, than by telling the following ftory, which we hope will, 
at leaft, put the reader in good humour, and incline him to give 
us a fair hearing as to what we have farther to offer. 


A CERTAIN head of a college at Oxford; who never {pent one 
farthing that he could decently fave, lived to his fiftieth year with- - 
out having once feen London. Perceiving that this leffened his 
importance in company, who often jeered him for his not hav- 
ing feen the world, he fecretely refolved to fet out for London ; 
but not knowing the way, and unwilling to be at expences, he 
thought his beft method would be to fet out with the ftage- 
coach, and always keeps his eye upon Will the coachman, who 
was a very civil fellow, and an excellent driver. The Doétor ac- 
cordingly ordered his nag to be faddled by four next morning, and 
ftill keeping his eye on Will the coachman, he proceeded with 
great comfort and tranquillity, till they came to High-Wycomb, 
where they ftopt and dined, as the Doétor did, but in a feparate 
apartment, Having drank his half pint of wine, and fmoaked his 
pipe, he was told, according to his orders, that the coach was 
ready to fetout ; and the Doctor had but juft time to pay his rec- 
koning, when he faw. Will the coachman upon the box. Will 
fet out; the Doctor jogged after. About fix o’clock, he began 
to have fome very odd notions that the neighbourhood of Lon- 
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don was very like that of Oxford, but {till keeping his eye on 
Will the coachman, all his doubts vanifhed, till about feven, he 
fairly found himfelf at Oxford again. This was owing to the 
honeft Doctor's, not knowing that Will the coachman had chaneed 
coaches, as he always did with the ftage that came from London, 
and drove it on to Oxford the fame day, 


We are not afhamed to own, that our miftake was owing to 
the fame caufe with that of the Door, for we ftill kept our eye 
upon WILL the coachman, without knowing that he had altered 
the direction of his driving, and thereby, inftead of Old En- 
gland, before we were aware, we found ourfelves in Germany ; 
and, like men of fpirit, we ftill ate the wrong end of the afpa- 
ragus; becaufe eating the right end of it, would have fhewn, that 
once in our life-time, we had been miftaken. 


Bur, not to lay the blame entirely on Will the coachman, we 
had many inducements for oppofing the prefent adminiftration ; 
nay, fuch as, (if any allowance is to be made to human infirmity) 
mutt acquit us in the eyes of the impartial public. 


In the firft place, who could have imagined, ever fince the time 
of Alexander’s mounting bucephalus, that John, who never had 
been noted for horfemanthip, could have reined a fteed, that had 
overthrown the ableft jockeys in the world ; but to fpeak with- 
out metaphors, I fhall appeal to the breaft of every candid rea- 
der, whether at the time that we began to Germanize, he 
thought that matters would have poffibly taken the turn they have 
{ince done. - As every malefactor has a nght to make himfelf no 
worfe than he is, fo we muft make ufe of that right, to thew, 
that if we were miftaken, it was only, as has been already hint- 
ed, becaufe we were not infallible. 7 


Wuen the honourable gentleman, on whom we fixed our 
‘eyes, took into his hands the reins of government, did not all 
Britain believe, that he never could drive to Germany? Did not 
all the people of England, as well as ourfelves, place an implicit 
confidence in him? Were they not warmed with that enthufiaftic 
anticontinentalifm that feemed to fire him? Did not they make 
even a merit of refigning all their fenfes to him; and did he not 
mount the pontifical chair of politics, before ten men in the nation 
reflected, that it was poflible he might be frail or fallible ? 


Canpour does not judge from events. Had it been your own 
cafe, gentle reader, you would have {worn, had you not been 


landed at Hanover, that Will the coachman was driving 3 to 
on- 
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‘London: but indeed, we had many other inducements, befides 
‘tthe undoubted abilities of our guide, to act and write as we did; 
and we fhail here lay fome of them before the public, in hopes, 
not of vindicating ourfelves, but of alleviating the cenfure failen 


upon us, for having departed from our original plan. 


Dip not all the world allow, that the juft and necefiary war 
‘we were engaged in with France, was glorioufly conducted; and 
that no hand, but that of our patron, was equal tothe manage- 
ment of it? Did any man, at the time the battle of Minden was 
fought, and Quebec was taken, {peak a fingle word about fru- 
gality, or the prodigious expences that attended the war? What 
therefore did we in continuing our paper, but fecond the voice 
of the people? Could we imagine, that when our minifter re- 
tired, the war would be carried on with redoubled fuccefs? 
that Martinico would be fubdued ? that the Havannah, that Pal- 
ladium of the Spanifh monarchy, would be taken? and that the 
product of the richeft capture that ever was made by Briton, would » 
grace the birth-day of a Prince of Wales, and renew the union 


between Plutus and Lucina? 


"We fhall never forget it, that our patron, upon the conclu- 
fion of the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, was himfelf brought into | 
the miniftry, by a ftrain of intereft, which was very unufual 
with Mr. Pelham, in order chiefly to defend that treaty; and 
we ourfelves heard him declare, in the houfe of commons, that 
he did not believe there was a man in England, fo ridiculoufly 
abfurd, as to imagine, that the Spanifh claim of fearching our 
fhips was attainable ; or that they ever would give us by treaty, 
aright to cut logwood in the Bay of Honduras. For the truth 
of this fa&t, we can appeal to the memory of many members now 


living. 


Reaper, if thou haft the leaft compaffion for human weak- 
nefs, confider what we have to plead in excufe for our infirmi- 
ties. How was it poffible for us to think, after thofe averrments 
of our political oracle, that a minifter-would arife, who, without 
violating one branch of our conftitution, without betraying a 
friend, without courting an enemy, and without injuri | 
honour of his apo at fhould bring qne half of that to pats 
which infallibility itfelf.(for fo we thought it) had pronounced to. 
be impoffible ?’ How :could weimagine, that the war, when our. 
patron defifted from gusding it, could be carried on at lefs ex- 


pence, and with greater fuecefs? 
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We have been accufed of infolence and abufe againft the pre- 
fent minifter. What we have to fay in mitigation of that, if the 
charge is true, is, that upon the furprifal of Newfoundland by 
the French, the temptation for abufe was as irrefiftible as the 
event was certain ; and fuch incidents have always been held by 

olitical writers, to be fair hits at a minifter, and efteemed the 
_ Jawful plunder of his power. If we were deceived as to the con- 

- fequences, you, reader, was fo likewife. You never dreamed, 
that the boafted fuccefs of France; a fuccefs that refounded in 
the chapels of Verfailles and the churches of Paris, thould add 
a freth wreath to the prefent minifter’s political garland. When 
we abufed him for that furprifal, you, as well as we, were igno~ 
rant, that the fame attention had, during the then fhort time of 
his adminiftration, been paid to the coafts of Newfoundland, as 
had been obferved during the adminiftration of our patron; but 
even if that had not been the cafe, how natural was it for us to 
triumph on the occafion? We could not imagine, that an unprac- 
tifed minifter fhould, almoft in the twinkling of an eye, have 
recovered, without expence to the nation, without effufion of 
blood, that important fettlement, to the lofs, difgrace, and confu- 
fion of our enemies, in fuch a manner, that the lofs was {carcely 
felt before it was repaired. 


HavinG made the above full and ample conceffions, the rea- 
der will not be furprifed, when we tell him, that after taking 
great pains, we difcovered from hiftory, and experience of every 
kind, that no wife Prince or nation, that entered into treaty with 
a people they were at war with, ever made demands upon their 
enemy that were ftrictly adequate totheir fuccefles. But unfor- 
tunately for us, the prefent minifter has purfued a plan of poli- 
tics, of which the execution has been as deftructive of our {cheme 
of oppofition, as we obferve, taking fhame to ourfelves, it has 
been of advantage to this nation. He has followed maxims that 
have, in every period of our hiftory, contributed to our glory. 
The great lines he has chalked out by the prefent peace, have 
given us {cope for improving thofe former plans of induftry, that 
have made usa great anda powerful people. To deviate from 
them mutt be our ruin, as the poffeffion of the mines of Mexica 
and Peru was that of Spain, : 


Havinc made this plain and ingenuous confeffion, and hav- 
ing vindicated ourfelves from every imputation but that of human 
infirmity, we are now to inform our readers, that as our inten-. 
tions upon our firft setting ont were good, we are now determined 
to purfue them in a conftitutiondl manner; and let no advertite- 


ments, paragraphs, or infintations of thofe underlings, we 
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good for nothing, but to be expofed as Timariots are amongtt the 
Turks, to the front of profecution, and to ferve as’ food for its 
powder; induce the good:people. of ‘this nation to. fufpect, that 
this paper is carried‘on by hands different from thofe of its origi- 
nal plan. 


Qur endeavours: fhall be: to court.the attention of the public 
upon our original plan, which was that of rendering Great Bri- 
tain happy within herfelf of cultivating a continual good corre- 
{pondence between the beft' of Kings, and the happieft of people ; 
to improve the bleffings of the beft peace, if we are not unfaith. 
fal to ourfelves, that ever was made for Great Britains Unani- 
mity is, what every man who withes well to his country ought 
to make his only objet; and let the good of the whole prevail 
over every: little captious exception, that:may hurt the general 
good, or again difturb its tranquillity. ~ | 


The MaGcpaten Monirors. 


To be continued. ) 
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